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P-ROCEEDI-NGS
(9:42 a.m)

BZA CHAIR POURCI AU. Good norning. M nane
Is Mchelle Pourciau, Chair of the District of Colunbia
Board of Zoning Adjustnment. Today is Septenber 23,
2026, and the tinme is 9:42 a.m Joining me today is
Robyn Wells and Melissa Lindsjo. And we have Zoning
Comm ssi oner Chai rman Ant hony Hood for our first case.
And with us for the rest of the day is Zoning
Comm ssi oner Christine Bruins.

On Septenmber 22nd, 2026, the Board entered
into a closed neeting session for the purpose of
obtai ning | egal advice fromcounsel. This closed
meeting was voted upon previously in a public setting
to be held for the purpose of obtaining |egal advice
fromour counsel and deliberate, but not vote on
contested cases on today's agenda. While discussions
were held, there were no decisions nade.

Today's neeting and hearing agendas are
avail able on the Ofice of Zoning's website. Please
be advised that this proceeding is being recorded by
a court reporter. And it's also webcast |ive via Wbex
and YouTube Live. The video of the webcast wll| be
avail able on the Ofice of Zoning's website after

today's hearing. Accordingly, everyone who is
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i stening on Webex or by tel ephone wll be nmuted during
the hearing. |If you experience difficulty accessing
Webex or with your tel ephone call in, then please cal
our O fice of Zoning highlight number at 202-727-5471
to receive Wbex log in or call in instructions.

Today, we will begin with our virtual public
meeting decision neeting session, followed by our
virtual public hearing session. Please be advised that
we do not take any public testinmony at our neeting
session. Public testinmony will be taken during the
hearing sessi on.

In today's hearing session, everyone who is
| i stening on Wbex or by tel ephone will be nuted during
the hearing and only persons who have signed up to
participate or testify wll be unnuted at the
appropriate time. Please take your name and hone
address before providing oral testinony or your
presentation. Oal presentation should be limted to
a summary of your nost inportant points. Wen you are
fini shed speaking, please nute your audio so that your
m crophone is no longer picking up sound or background
noise. Al persons planning to testify either in favor
or in opposition should have signed up in advance. They
wll be called by name to testify. By signing up to

testify, all participants conpleted the oath or
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affirmation as required by Subtitle Y, Section 408.7.

Request to enter evidence at the tine of an
online virtual hearing, such as witten testinony or
addi tional supporting docunents other than live video,
whi ch may not be presented as part of testinony may be
al l owed pursuant to Subtitle Y, Section 103.13. The
order of procedure for special exceptions and variances
I's pursuant to Subtitle Y, Section 409. Tinme
constraints for hearing testinony shall be naintained
pursuant to Subtitle Y, Sections 408.2 and 408. 3.

Once again, if you experience difficulty
accessing Wbex or with your telephone call-in, or if
you have forgotten to sign up 24 hours prior to this
hearing, then please call our offices on the highlighted
nunber at 202-727-5471 to sign up to testify and receive
Webex login or call in instructions.

At the conclusion of each case, an individual
who was unable to testify because of technical issues
may file a request or leave to file a witten version
of the planned testinony to the record wthin 24 hours
follow ng the conclusion of public testinony in the
heari ng.

If additional witten testinony is accepted,
then parties will be allowed a reasonable tinme to respond

as determ ned by the Board. The Board woul d t hen nmake

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.

(202) 234-4433 Washington DC www.nealrgross.com


https://nealrgross.com/

© 00 N O o B~ W N e

N N N T T N R e T = S N e = I e i
o A W N b O ©O 00O N OO 0o W N B+ O

his decision as. At its next neeting session, but no
earlier than 48 hours after the hearing.

At the conclusion of the Board's decision
meeting session or hearing session, the Ofice of Zoning
In consultation with the chair will determ ne whether
a full summary order may be issued. A full order is
required when the decision it contains is adverse to
a party, including an affected ANC. A full order may
al so be needed if the Board's decision differs fromthe
O fice of Planning's recommendati on.

Al t hough the Board favors the use of sunmary
orders whenever possible, an applicant may not request
the Board to issue such an order. Finally, the district
of Col unbia adm nistrative procedure act requires that
public hearing on each case be held in open before the
publ i c.

However, pursuant to sections 405(b) and 406
of that act, the Board may consistent with this rules
of procedure and the act enter into a closed neeting
on a case for purposes of seeking | egal counsel on a
case pursuant to D.C. official code Section 2-575(b)(4)
and/ or deliberating on a case pursuant to D.C. official
code Section 2-575(b)(13), but only after providing the
necessary public notice and, in the case of an energency

cl osed nmeeting after taking a roll call vote.
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The next itemon our agenda is a vote for the
Board to hold a closed neeting on Septenber 29th, 2026
at 2:.00 p.m This session is being held in order for
the Board to receive |egal advice fromits counsel
regardi ng the cases noted on the agenda for the Septenber
30th, 2026 nmeeting and to preserve the attorney client
privilege between the Board and its attorney pursuant
to D.C. Oficial Code Section 2-575(b)(4)(a), and to
del i berate, but not vote on the contested cases,
pursuant to D.C. Oficial Code Section 2-575(b)(13).

| will ask the Secretary to provide the |ist
of cases on the agenda.

MS. MEHLERT: Thank you, Madam Chair. The
cases schedul ed for the Septenber 26 public neeting and
hearing are 21497, Anthony and Lindsay Hill; 21501 of
Gohar Sedi ghi and M chael Donovan; 21430 of 1365 Perry
LLC, and 17429 be of St. Patrick's Episcopal Church
and Day School .

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU:  Thank you. | wll now
make a notion to enter into closed session on Septenber
29th, 2026. |Is there a second?

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Second.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU:  The notion has been
seconded. WII the secretary now pl ease take a roll call

vot e.
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M5. MEHLERT: Please respond to the Chair's
motion to hold a closed neeting | egal counsel on
Sept enber 29th chair.

Chai r Pourci au?

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU.  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Vice Chair Col dstein?

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI'N:  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Board Menber Wel|s?

MEMBER VELLS: Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Board Menber Lindsjo?

MEMBER LI NDSJO  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Conm ssi oner Bruins?

COW SSI ONER BRUINS:  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Staff would record the vote as
5-0-0. The notion passes.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU: Thank you. Mbdtion
passes. The Board will nmeet in closed session at 2:00
p.m on Septenber 29th, 2026.

Madam Secretary, do we have any prelimnary
matters?

MS. MEHLERT: Yes, there are a couple of
changes to today's agenda. Application Nunmber 21485
of Capitol Hi Il Hotel Omer 1, LLC, is postponed to the
Decenber 2nd, 2006 public neeting. And Application
Nunber 20925-A of Sarlea Mah and Camle WIIlianms has
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been postponed to the Decenmber 16th, 2026 public

heari ng.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU: Thank you. All right,
wth that, | think we're ready to proceed to the first
case.

Ms. Mehlert, would you please introduce our
first case for our public neeting session?

MS. MEHLERT: Yes, first in the neeting
session is Application Nunber 21326-A of Ehsan Jazini.
This is a request to Subtitle Y, Section 700, for
reconsi deration of the final order in Application Nunber
21326, or alternatively to reopen the record or
reschedul e further proceedings.

The order granted special exceptions under
Subtitle D. Section 207.5, and Subtitle U, Section 253
to allowa newthird floor and three-story rear addition
to an existing two-story attached principal dwelling
and accessory apartnent on the second floor of a new
two-story accessory structure in the rear yard. It's
| ocated in R 3/GI zone at 3546 \Witehaven Parkway,
Nort hwest, Square 1296, Lot 384. Anthony Hood is here,
who participated in the original hearing.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU: Thank you. Thank you
Chai rman Hood for joining us. | would like to say for

the record that all present Board nenbers other than

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Comm ssi oner Hood are new to the Board and did not
participate in the hearing previously, but we have all
read the record and are prepared to opine and nake a
deci sion on this request today.

Comm ssi oner Hood, Chairman Hood, since you

were at the prior hearing, | wanted to ask if you woul d

like to start us off with any thoughts fromthat, or
woul d you like to hear a little discussion and then
follow up inmedi ately after?

ZC CHAIR HOOD: First of all, let ne say good
morning. | think, Madam Chair, wth M. Courtois'
inquiry, | think, to be fair to him |'ve already --
we made the decision, but I think you all have a fresh
pair of eyes and | ooking at this.

| can go on and tell you how we cone to the
conclusion, but | don't need to relitigate the case.

And | know you all are basically all new. But | can
tell you a lot of work went into the BZA s deci sion.
And | want to particularly shout out Board and fornmer
Board Menmber Bl ake, who really took a lead and really
exam ne this.

Both former Chair H Il and nyself, we really

di d an exhaustive discovery and worked with all the

| ssues that cane up in this case. Even to the fact that

| noticed that M. Courtois mentioned, and hopefully

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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| ' m pronouncing his nane, right, | want to give himdue
diligence and be fair to him even though |I know he
mentioned how we didn't ook at the ANC letter.

The ANC letter, as the applicant has already
mentioned to you all, did not really say much. But also
in that agency letter, it nmentioned how one of the people
who had opposition held it back. So I guess |'m not
going to tarnish his request. You all have a fair point
of eyes, but | will uphold the decision that the BZA
di d.

But | guess you all have reviewed the record
and | woul d suggest in fairness to himnow, you all cone
up with your own conclusions, but | wll stand with the
conclusions that did previously. | did go back and we
| ook at what we've done and | think we did our due
diligence. So, thank you, Madam Chair, for allow ng
me that opportunity.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU:  Thank you. | appreciate
that. There was a lot of information in the record.

We reviewed it carefully. We met with [ egal counsel
yesterday to ensure that we had a cl ear understandi ng
of this requested action and the process required.

|'d like to just go around to board nenbers.
And 1'll end with Board Member Wells just to get your
t houghts on what's before us today. And I'Il start with

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Vice Chair (oldstein, please.

VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  Thank you. | think
Board Menber Wells, were you planning to | ead off on
this? And |'mhappy to supplenent if that's the case.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU.  Very good. Sorry about
that. Al right. Board Menber Wells, thank you.

MEMBER WELLS: Yeah, | can lead off in
di scussion. So, you know, the notion bought brought
up a few different concerns for us to consider in this
motion. One of them I think, that we could tal k about,
or talk about is the ANC letter and whether or not, you
know, the idea of giving great weight to. And
Conmi ssi oner Hood, you know spoke to this a little bit,
Is that there wasn't a |ot of detail or information about
what those issues are concerned were that the ANC had
in order for the Board at the time to provide great weight
to.

Anot her topic is raised about, you know, OP's
| etter and ANC reconciling that there is no requirenent
for a board to reconcile those two issues. And so with
the information that was had the OP report seens to
provi de adequate information as well as testinmony during
the previous hearings to support the Board' s decision
at the tine.

| think those are those were the major findings

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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as well as the testinony fromthe previous hearings that
were held on this subject matter. And the findings of
the Board in support of the requested relief also appear
to be adequate that there is enough information entered
into the record. The applicant net the burden of proof
for the Board to support the decisions at the tine.
And I'Il leave it there for any thoughts or discussion.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU. Thank you for that
review, sunmary.

Vice Chair Coldstein, would you Iike to add
anyt hi ng?

VI CE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  Sure. | think that
was a great start. | may repeat a few things, but |
want to make sure that they got covered although | think
it's been covered well. The notion for reconsideration
needs to state all respects in which the final order
Is claimed to be erroneous and the relief sought.

| don't believe that there was anything
claimed that was erroneous in the order, in the final
order. One of the challenges that were raised in the
nmotion of reconsideration was the failure to give great
wei ght .

| think that's been covered in this discussion
that the ANC report did not state any issues and concerns

about the application. So there was nothing for the
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Board to give great weight to in their in their report
that said that they did not support the application.

Addi tionally, the Board, as Board Menber Wells
said regarding reconcile and conflicting evidence in
the record, and the Board was free to credit the evidence
that it found nost credible and persuasive, and there
was substantial evidence to support the Board' s finding.

That leads to the third claimof the
reconsi derati on request that the special exception
findings were not supported in the record. But in
review ng the record, I would say the Board exhaustively
reviewed the evidence over nultiple neetings and
heari ngs.

They listened to and questioned the
applicants, parties, office of planning, those
testifying during the course of the hearing. They
wei ghed the information, they asked for additional
exhibits, and they reached a concl usion based on the
facts and the standards of review as they as they
interpreted them So, in ny view, there was anple
support for that determ nation

|'d also like to say that it appears the
applicant may also be asking for a rehearing. But it's
not really clear what the basis for that rehearing woul d

be. There's no nention of newy discovered evidence,
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which is one of the criteria for rehearing and why that

evi dence woul d not have been reasonably presented to

the Board prior to the issuance of the final order.

So, it does not seemas if there are grounds for a notion
for rehearing.

Additionally, I think there was a request to
reopen the record, but that is typically a request that
happens prior to a final order. This would not seem
to be a tinely request to reopen the record. So, for
that basis, | don't see support for a reconsideration
of the final order.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU:.  Thank you, Vice Chair,
for those additional comments.

Board Menber Lindsjo, would you please add
any di scussion itenms you have?

MEMBER LINDSJO  Yeah, thank you. No, thank
you for both ny colleagues really laying that out and
Conmi ssi oner Hood | aying out his previous experience
wth the case. | would align my comments with all of
t he above noving forward. Thank you.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU.  Very good. I, too,
appreciate all the comments and the thoroughness of
especially Board Menber Wells and Gol dstein and | ayi ng
out what is before us. And the history from Chairman

Hood is invaluable. | think we're ready to vote on this
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one. | don't know.

Board Menmber Wells, did you want to offer a
motion on this, please?

MEMBER VWELLS: [|'Il do ny best to offer a
nmotion on this. So, I'll nove to deny. | nove to deny
the reconsideration of the final order in application
nunber 21326 and deny reopening the record or schedul e
for the proceedings.

The final order adequately addresses materia
I ssues related to the approval of the special exceptions
under Subtitle D, Section 207.5 to allow a rear wall
of an existing road building under Subtitle U,
Subsection 253 to allow an accessory apartnment on the
2nd floor of the new accessory structure in a rear yard
resisting attached principal dwelling.

The final order addresses the ANC and open
reports and offers a required consideration to make a
determ nation for approval of the special exceptions.

The applicant satisfies the burden of proof through
testinmony and evidence submtted to the record to
support the request of relief.

I n addition, no new evidence was provided in
the notion that the BZA did not previously address to
support reopening the record or scheduling any further

proceedi ngs.
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BZA CHAIR POURCI AU: Excellent. 1Is there a

second?

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  I'll second.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU.  Thank you.

Madam Secretary, would you please call the
vot e?

MS. MEHLERT: Pl ease respond to Board Menber
Wl ls' notion to deny the notion for reconsideration
or alternatively reopening the record or scheduling for
t he proceedings.

Chai r Pourci au?

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU.  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Vice Chair (ol dstein?

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEIN:  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Board Menber Wel|s?

BOARD MEMBERS WELLS: Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Board Menber Lindsjo? | think
you are nmuted. Board Menber Lindsjo?

MEMBER LI NDSJO  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Chai rman Hood?

ZC CHAI R HOOD:  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Staff would record the vote as
5-0-0 to deny the notion for reconsideration in
application nunber 21326 on the notion nade by Board

Menmber Wl ls and seconded by Vice Chair Col dstein.

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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BZA CHAI R POURCI AU. Thank you, Chairnman
Hood, for joining us today.

ZC CHAIR HOOD: Y'all have a great day.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU:  You too.

Ms. Mehlert, would you please introduce the
next expedited review case, please?

MS. MEHLERT: Yes. Next is an expedited
revi ew application nunber 21500 of 1927 Property
Heritage Trust. This is an application pursuant to
Subtitle X, Section 901.2 for a special exception under
Subtitle D, Section 5201 fromthe rear yard requirenments
of Subtitle D, Section 207.1.

This is for a one-story rear addition to an

exi sting two-story detached principal dwelling with a
one-story accessory structure in the rear yard. It's
| ocated in the R-1B zone at 3812 Garrison Street, NW
square 1851, |ot 26.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU. Thank you. Thank you,
Comm ssioner Bruins, for comng on. This seens
somewhat straightforward, but I want to see -- you know,
have a little discussion on this before we nmove to any
ki nd of action.

Vice Chair Coldstein, did you have any remarks
on this application?

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN: 1'd be happy to get

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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us started. The application for the one-story
screened-in porch, which intrudes into the required rear
yard, seens very nodest. It seens |ike a reasonable
request. The O fice of Planning supported it. ANC 3E
supported it. | don't see any issues wth the request.

| think they've met their burden. The only
thing | would say is that the ANC referenced a desire
for arain barrel to be a condition of any approval.
The installation of at |east one rain barrel to be a
condition of any approval that we make.

| don't think that there's any nexus between
the installation of a rain barrel and the required rear
yard relief. So | would say that that's a request that
| would not feel confortable including as a condition.
But saying that, | would be supportive of the
application nore generally.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU:  Thank you, Vice Chair.

Board Menber Wlls, do you have anything you'd
i ke to add?

MEMBER WELLS: | would agree with Vice Chair
Gol dstein's statements here. It seened very
straightforward for a screened-in porch. | don't have

anything further to add.
BZA CHAI R POURCI AU.  Thank you.
Board Menber Lindsjo, would you like to add

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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any remarks or comments about this application?

MEMBER LINDSJO | have nothing el se to add,
but | woul d agree.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU:  Excel |l ent .

MEMBER LI NDSJO.  Thank you.

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU:  And Commi ssi oner Bruins,
do you have any thoughts on this application?

COW SSIONER BRUINS: | think it's very
straightforward. And with the ANC, DDOI, and OP | ack
of concerns or lack of opposition, | see no issues.

BZA CHAIR POURCI AU.  Very good. Thank you
all for that. And I'd just like to add, | hope the
applicant woul d consider adding a rain barrel. | think
it is anitemthat is good for the environnent. And
so with that, would soneone |ike to nake a notion on
this expedited review case?

VICE CHAIR GOLDSTEIN:  |'m happy to. | would
nove to approve application nunber 21500 for 1927
Property Heritage Trust at 3812 Garrison Street NWfor
the case as captured in red by the Secretary.

BZA CHAIR POURCI AU | second. |Is there any
more di scussion on this itenf

Madam Secretary, would you pl ease take the
vot e?

MS. MEHLERT: Pl ease respond to the Vice

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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Chair's notion to approve the application. Chair
Pour ci au?

BZA CHAI R POURCI AU.  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Vice Chair Col dstein?

VI CE CHAI R GOLDSTEI'N:  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Board Menber Wel|s?

MEMBER VEELLS: Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Board Menber Lindsjo?

MEMBER LI NDSJO  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Conm ssi oner Bruins?

COWM SSI ONER BRUINS:  Yes.

MS. MEHLERT: Staff would record the vote as
5-0-0 to approve application nunmber 21500 on the notion
made by Vice Chair Col dstein and seconded by Chair
Pour ci au.

BZA CHAIR POURCI AU:  Very good. We will now
proceed to our virtual public hearing session.

(Wher eupon, the above-entitled matter went

off the record at 10:10 a. m)

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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CERTI FI CATE

This is to certify that the foregoing transcript was
duly recorded and accurately transcribed under mny
direction; further, that said transcript is a true and
accurate record of the proceedings; and that | am neither
counsel for, related to, nor enployed by any of the
parties to this action in which this matter was taken;
and further that I amnot a relative nor an enpl oyee

of any of the parties nor counsel enployed by the
parties, and | amnot financially or otherw se

interested in the outconme of the action.

Eric Carpenter

Neal R. Gross and Co., Inc.
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